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INTRODUCTION

Thisisthetwentieth annual Lancaster County Vital Statistics Report
published by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. This
report containsvital statisticsdatafor the1997 calendar year. Inaddition
tobirthand death Stati stics, thisreport contains 1997 marriageanddivorce
datafor Lancaster County. Information contained in this report was
compiledfromthevita recordsof the Stateof Nebraskaandfurnishedto
L ancaster County by the Section of DataM anagement, NebraskaHealth
andHuman ServicesSystem.

Historical data, Y ear 2000 Objectives, and datafor Nebraskahavebeen
usedwhererel evant to show trendsand comparisons. Birthandmortality
ratesarecal culated us ng popul ationestimatesfromtheU.S. Census. The
1997 popul ation of L ancaster County wasestimated at 233,319.

Data provided by the Nebraska Birth Defects Registry were used to
examinetrendsof congenital anomaliesandtheir distribution by ageand
raceof themother. TheNinthRevisionof thelnternationa Classification
of Diseases(ICD-9) wasusedinclassifyingthecausesof death.

AppreciationisexpressedtotheNebraskaHealthand Human Services
System, Sectionof DataM anagement for providingthedatauponwhich
thisreportisbased.
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BIRTH RATE
INn1997, thecrudebirthratefor Lancaster County
was 13.8 per 1000 population. Thisrepresents
anabsolutedecreaseof 0.7 per 1000from 1987
t01997. The1997 crudebirthratefor Nebraska
was 14.3 per 1000 popul ation.

Figure 1 illustrates the birth rate trends for
Lancaster County and the State of Nebraska
from 1980to 1997.

FERTILITY RATE
The Lancaster County fertility rate (birthsper
1000 women age 15t0 44) for 1997 was 52.9.
Thisdataindicatesadeclineinthefertility ratein
L ancaster County over theperiodfrom 1981to
1997, although since 1988, thefertility ratehas
beeninconsistent (Figure?2).

TOTAL LIVE
BIRTHS
A total of 3223livebirthswererecorded among
L ancaster County womenin1997. This number
isconsi stent withthegradual increaseinannual
birthsthat hasoccurred since 1988, when 2968
birthsoccurred (Figurel).

Lincolnresidentsrepresented 93.6%of al live
births, with 6.4%distributed among L ancaster
County residentsoutsideL incoln city limits. The
most frequentmonthof birthwasJuly (Tablel).

Sex of Child
Of the 3223 total live births, 1630, or 50.6%,
weremalesand 1593, or 49.4%, werefemal es.

Figure 1: Birth Rates
Lancaster County and Nebraska
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Figure 2: Fertility Rate
Lancaster County, NE, 1981-1997
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RACE/ETHNICORIGIN
IN1997, 89.2% of al birthswere White, 3.6%
were Black, 1.8% were American Indian and
5.2%wereAsian. Latinosrepresented 4.0% of

all births. (Table2)

Thepercentageof all Lancaster County births
whichareof minority raceor Latinoethnicity has
nearly doubledduringthepast decade, increasing
from8.3%of al birthsin1987t014.6%in1997.

TABLE 1.
BirthsbyMonth
Lancaster County, 1997
Month Freguency
January 248
February 244
March 272
April 266
May 273
June 286
July 300
August 24
September 253
October 24
November 233
December 286
TOTAL 3223




TABLE

2.

Births by Race and Ethnic Origin
Lancaster County, 1997

State of Nebraskabirth statisticsidentify therace of
birthed children solely upontheraceof themother. For
comparison purposes, theL incol n-Lancaster County
Health Department al sodefinestheraceof thechildby
theraceof themother for purposesof birth statistics.

RACE FREQUENCY  PERCENT
This is consistent with current statistical practices

White 2874 89.2 throughout thenation. TheLincoln-Lancaster County

Black 117 3.6 ; ; -

Am. Indian = 18 Health Departmgnt (.ZOI.‘ISI d_ersLatl nooriginseparately

Asian 166 5.2 from race. This distinction also allows for better

Unknown/Other 9 0.3 comparisonwith stateand national data.

Total 3223 100.0 , ) , . .
Figure3illudratesnon-marital andteenagebirthgatistics

Latino** 129 4.0 by raceof mother. Thegrapha soillustratesvariationby

* Raceof child determined by race of

mother.

** | atinos may be of any race.

raceinthepercentageof womenreceivingprenatal care
inthefirst trimester and those who had ten or more
prenatal visitsduringapregnancy. Eachof theseissues
will bediscussedunder thei r respectivesubjectheadings.

Figure 3: Comparison of Birth Statistics by Race and Ethnic Origin
Lancaster County, NE, 1997
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TABLE3.
Comparison of Resident Birth Statistics
by Raceand EthnicOrigin
Lancaster County, 1997

AMERICAN ALL
WHITE BLACK INDIAN ASAN OTHER TOTAL *L atino
NUMBEROFLIVEBIRTHS"*

Male 1445 60 2 2 5 1630 6
Femde 1429 57 2 4 4 1593 64
Total 2874 g 57 166 9 3223 129
PERCENTOFTOTAL LIVEBIRTHS 892 36 18 52 03 1000 40
BIRTHWEIGHT
Mean Birth Weight (Ibs./0zs.) 17 6/11 7111 6/15 7/6 17 17
Percentage of BirthsLow-Weight 71 137 105 90 - 75 47
PRENATAL CARE
100r MorePrenata Visits(%) 820 496 719 65.7 778 798 752
Receiving CareinFirst Trimester (%) 858 581 64.9 735 838 838 69.8
AGEOFMOTHER
Per cent of Mother sby Age:
Under 20 89 248 28 48 22 96 132
20-24 211 265 316 247 22 216 B4
25-29 323 274 211 470 444 3R7 240
30& Over 378 214 175 235 11 360 264
NON-MARITAL BIRTHS
Number 624 7 Y 5 5 763 43
Non-Marital Birthsby Race (%) 217 65.8 56.1 151 55.6 237 33
Overall Shareof Non-Marital Births(%) 818 101 42 33 0.7 1000 56

NOTE: Statistics are based on the race of the mother.

*|_atinos may be of any race.
**One birth race was unknown.




BIRTHWEIGHT

INn1997, themeanbirthweight was7bs.
70zs. Themeanbirthweight hasremained
fairly stableforthepast 15years. Table4
liststhefrequency of birthsby weight of
child. Nearly 80%of all childrenweighed
between 61bs. and 81bs. 15 ozsat birth.

Raceand EthnicOrigin of Child
Themean birthweight for Whiteswas7
Ibs. 7 0zs. Thiscomparesto61bs. 11 0z.
for Blacks, 7 Ibs. 11 ozs. for American
Indians, 61bs. 150zs.for Asiansand 71bs.
70zs.forLatinos.

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT

TABLE 4.
Birthsby Weight of Child
Lancaster County, 1997

Weight

of Child Freguen

11lb. & Under
1lb.10z.-2lbs.

21bs. 1 oz. -3lbs. 80zs.
31bs. 90zs. - 41bs. 8ozs.
41bs.90zs. - 51bs. 8o0zs.
51bs.90zs. - 51bs. 15 ozs.
61bs. - 61bs. 15 ozs.
71bs. - 71bs. 15 ozs.
8lbs. - 8lbs. 150zs.
9lbs. - 9lbs. 150zs.
101bs.- 101bs. 15 0zs.
111bs. & Over

TOTALBIRTHS

1

d8BRBBYr .,

276
40
8

3223

Therewere2421ow birthweight babies(51bs. 8 0zs. or less) bornin 1997, accounting for 7.5% of
allivebirths. TheL ancaster County Health Objectivefor theY ear 2000istoreducethispercentage
to4.7%. However, thelow birthweight ratebegantoincreaseafter 1992, whichat thetimewasanew
lowfollowingadecadeof littlechange. 1n1997thisincreasi ngtrend hascontinued, withanew high
of 7.5%of birthsbeing of low birthweight (Figure4).

Percentage of births

Figure 4: Low-Weight Births by Age Of Mother
Lancaster County, NE, 1987-1997

14% - 20 ez0za [
0, = - +* _
12 B /\\ o
e
8% /\\_/_'/4/ =
6% =
4% o ~7

2%

0%

198711988 | 1989 | 1990

1991199211993 | 1994 | 1995

1996 | 1997

Under 20
20-24
25-29

30+

All Births

9%
4.9%
5.7%
4.3%

5.4%

11.6%
4.2%
3.9%
5.4%
5.1%

9.5%
4.9%

6%
4.8%
5.6%

7.3%
7.6%
4.4%
5.4%
5.7%

8.8%
5.4%
4.6%

5%
5.3%

6.8%
5.6%
4.7%
3.3%
4.6%

7.1%
5.7%
5.2%
6.4%
5.9%

7.5%
5.2%
5.5%
5.5%
5.6%

8.4%
6.6%
5.9%
6.1%
6.3%

8.7%
5.9%
6.9%
7.1%
6.9%

9.3%
6.3%
8.1%
7.2%
7.5%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department




Marital Status

Among marriedwomen, 7.2% (178 of 2460) had|ow birthweight babi es, compared to8.4% (64 of

763) among unmarriedwomen (Tableb).

TABLES.
L ow-Weight Birthsby M arital Status
Lancaster County, 1997
MARRIED UNMARRIED

Weight

of Child Frequency Percent Frequency Percent
51bs 8 ozs and Under 178 72 &4 84
Over 51bs8 ozs 2282 928 69 91.6
TOTAL 2460 100.0 763 100.0

Age of Mother

Although teenage mothersbore 9.6% of all babiesin 1997, 12.0% of all low birth weight babies
occurredamongthisagegroup (Table6). However, teenagemotherswereonly dightly morelikely
tohavealow birthweight baby (9.3%) compared to other agegroups(7.3%).

Amongmothersunder 20yearsof age, thepercentageof birthscategorizedaslow birthwel ght declined
from11.6%in1988t09.3%in1997. Asaresult, thepercentageof low birthweight birthsincreased

amongolder mothers.

Tota Low
Ageof Live Weight
Mather Births Births
Under 20 311 2
20-24 697 4
25-29 104 &
30& Over 1161 371
TOTAL 3223 242

* %

low-weight.

TABLE 6.
L ow-Weight Birthsby Ageof Mother
Lancaster County, 1997

% of Low
Weight by
Age-Group**
120

182

3Bl

A7

100.0

Per centagesin thiscolumn r eflect low-weight birthsby age-gr oup.
*** Percentagesin thiscolumnreflect birthswithintheage-group that were

% of Age
GroupLow
Weight***
93

6.3

81

712

75




Raceand EthnicOriginof Child

IN1997, low birthwei ght birthscomprised 7.1%
of Whitebirths, 13.7% of Black births, 10.5% of
Americanindianbirths, 9.0%of Asanbirthsand
4.7%of Latinobirths.

Sustainedincreasesinlow birthwe ght havebeen
noticeable for White and Black infants only.
From1988t01997,low birthweight increased
from4.8%to7.1%for Whiteinfants, andfrom
9.8%1t013.7%for Black infants.

Alcohol Use
In 1997, 48 (1.5%) Lancaster County births
weretomotherswhoreported theconsumption
of acohol atleast onceduring pregnancy. Thisis
consi stent with reported consumption in 1996
(1.5%). Motherswhoreportedconsuminga cohol
during pregnancy drank anaverageof 1.4drinks
per week. Motherswho reported consuming
acohol weremorelikely tohavelow birthweight
babies(12.5%, Figure5) thanmotherswhodid
notreport consumingacohal (7.4%). Theaverage
birthwei ght among motherswho

during pregnancy in 1997, an average of 11.0
cigarettesweresmoked per day. ThelL ancaster
County Health ObjectivefortheY ear 2000isto
decreasethe percentageof womenwho smoke
during pregnancy to 10.0%.

Among motherswhoreported smokingduring
pregnancy, 12.9%of birthswereof lowweight
(Figure5), comparedto 6.5%for motherswho
reported not smoking. Theaveragebirthweight
among mothers who reported smoking 21 or
more cigarettes per day was 6 Ibs. 3 ozs,
comparedto71bs. 7 ozs. for motherswhodidnot
report smoking 21 or morecigarettesper day.

Alcohol and TobaccoUse

Twenty-six mothers(0.8%) reported using both
alcohol and tobacco during pregnancy. Inthis
group, threebirths(11.5%) wereof low weight,
comparedto 173 births(6.4%) among mothers
who reported not smoking or drinking during

pregnancy (Figureb).

reported consumingal cohol was7
Ibs. 3 0zs, compared to 7 Ibs. 7
ozs.for non-drinkingmothers.

Figure 5: Low-Weight Births

By Smoking and Drinking Status
Lancaster County, NE, 1997
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BIRTH DEFECTS
(Congenital Anomalies)

Accordingtothe1997 NebraskaBirth DefectsRegistry, therewere168livebirthswith birthdefects
in Lancaster County (5.2% of all births). Among these births, the number of defectswas 427.
Anomaliesof theheart (134) werethemaost commontypeof defect reported, followed by defectsof
the musculoskeletal system (66), circulatory
system defects (52), and genital organ defects

(26) (Table9). TABLE 7.
Birth Defectsby Race
Malesrepresented 55.4% (93) of childrenborn Lancaster County, 1997
withthesebirthdefects, andfemal esrepresented Number  Percent
0 of Births o
44.6% (75). Total with  Race
Riqe Births Defects  Group
Of the242infantsbornwithlow birthweightin White 274 4 54
) Other Races 340 13 38
1997, 12.0% (29) had birth defects. Among Unknown 9 1 11
babieswhowerenot of low birthweight, 4.7% TOTAL Es 1_68 ;
(139) had birthdefects. '
Raceof Child
Amongall livebirthswith defects, 91.7% TABLE 8.
wereWhite, 4.2% wereblack, 3.6% were Birth Defectsby Ageof M other
Asian, and 0.6% were of unknown race. Lancaster County, 1997
Of dl Whitebhirths, 5.4% had birth defects, Frequency Per cent
. of Births of
comparedto 3.8% of dl birthsamong other Total With Age
races(Table7). Age Births Defects Group
10-14 3 0 00
15-19 K03 10 32
Age of Mother 20-24 697 €3} 50
Birth defectsaffected 9.3% of babiesborn 25-29 104 ol 48
30-34 739 % 46
to mothers age 35 to 39 years old and 35-39 %5 % 93
7.0% of babies born to mothers 40 and 40and Older S 4 70
older. Thiscomparesto 4.6% of babies TOTAL 3223 168 5.2
bornto mothersof al other ages(Table8).

12



TABLE 9.
Birth Defects by Number and
Rate Per 1000 Live Births
Lancaster County, 1997

Type of Defect Number Rate/1000*
ABDOMINAL CAVITY 5 1.6
ANOMALIES OF THE EYE 8 25
ANOMALIES OF THE EAR, FACE, NECK 13 4.0
ANOMALIES OF THE HEART 134 41.6
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM

Hydrocephalus 1 0.3

Other CNS 10 3.1
CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 52 16.1
CLEFT PALATE AND CLEFT LIP 10 3.1
CLUB FOOT n 34
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM 7 2.2
DOWN'S SYNDROME 10 3.1
GENITAL ORGANS 26 8.1
METABOLIC BLOOD 2 0.6
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM 66 20.5
MULTIPLE SYSTEMS 3 0.9
OTHER CHROMOSOME 1 0.3
OTHER UPPERALIMENTARY TRACT 12 3.7
RESPIRAORY SYSTEM 19 5.9
SPINA BIFIDA 2 0.6
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS n 34
UNSPECIFIED 7 2.2
URINARY SYSTEM n 34
All Other 6 1.9
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFECTS 427 132.5
TOTAL BIRTHS WITH DEFECTS 168 52.1

*Rate per 1000 live births

Source: Birth Defects Registiyebraska Health and Human Services System
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PRENATAL
CARE

Ten or More Prenatal Visits

The percentage of mothersknownto have had
ten or more prenatal visitswas 79.8%in 1997
(Figure6). Throughthemid-1980s, therewere
marked improvements in the percentage of
women with ten or moreprenata visits. Since
that time, however, the percentage has not
improved and has even declined over the past
decade (198810 1997). Frequency of prenatal
vistsisshowninTable 10.

CareintheFirst Trimester

In 1997, 83.8% of Lancaster County mothers
received prenatal careinthefirst trimester of
pregnancy (Figure 6). This is the lowest
percentage seeninover adecade. Theoverdl
percentage of women receiving prenatal carein

thefird trimester hasnot shownasustainedincrease
since1984. TheYear 2000 Health Objectivefor
Nebraskaand L ancaster County wasto increase
the percentage of womenreceiving prenatal care
inthefirst trimester to 95%.

Thepercentageof mothersreceivingfirsttrimester
prenatal carehasgenerally been highest among
white mothers and lowest among Black and
Americanindianmothers. Theprevaenceof first
trimester carehasshown slight variationamong
mothersof different racial/ethnicgroupsover the
past five year period (1992 to 1997), although
changewasnot statisticaly sgnificant. Duringthis
period, thepercentageof mothersreceivingfirst
trimester careappearedtoimproveamongAsian
mothers (68.5%in 1992 to 80.1%in 1997) and
Americanindianmothers(54.5%in1992t064.9%
in 1997). Over the same period, an apparent

Figure 6: Prenatal Care
Lancaster County, NE, 1982 to 1997
Percentage of Births
100% | - - ¢ o Yea_r 2(_100, .
Objective o
Prenatal Care in the First Trimester 95%
£ 0 T e /e
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60% [~~~ T T g T T T T Tt T T T T T s s e
L0 T
20% | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
1982119831984 | 1985| 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990|1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997
& 509%)|54.2%|55.8%)|58.1%|61.7%|82.7%|84.9%)| 85.6%)| 82%)| 85%)|83.6%| 84%]|80.2%) 81.6%|83.5%)79.8%
73.5%|74.3%]76.5%)| 81%)|81.5%)|84.8%)|85.9%)|86.6%85.8%|85.1%| 84%|87.2%)|85.1%)|86.9%|86.9%)83.8%
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 10.
Number of Prenatal Visits
Lancaster County, 1997
Cumulative Figure 7: Care in First Trimester
Cumulative  Percentage By Age of Mother
Numbe' Numbe' Number d' Lancaster County, NE, 1997
Percentage
o o of Total ) .
Visits Births Births Births | %% |
80% |
Unknown 2 2 01 )
None 15 17 05 60%
One 4 21 07 .
Two 8 2 09 40%
Three 23 2 16 20% |
Four 26 8 24 — - -
Five 3] 114 35 0%
9x 64 178 55 Under20| 20-24 | 25-29 30+
Seven o 8 2 | O] 66.9% | 77.2% | 87.5% | 88.9%
Eight m 452 140 Age of Mother
Nine 198 650 201 Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
Tenand Over 2573 3223 1000
Figure 8: Trimester When Prenatal Care Began
Lancaster County, NE, 1997
Percentage
|Married ElUnmarried |
100% 88%
80% 70.1%
60%
40%
22.5%
0
20% 10.2% 730
0%
First Second Third or None
Trimester
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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decline occurredamong Black mothers(62.1%
in 1992 to 58.1% in 1997). Both White and
L atinomothersshowednochangeovertheperiod,
(85.7%in 199210 85.8%in 1997) and (70.3%
in1992t069.8%in1997) respectively.

Older mothers (25 yearsand older) weremore
likely to receive care in the first trimester
compared to younger mothers(lessthan 25 years
old), 88.2%to 74.0% respectively (Figure 7).
Married mothersweremorelikely toreceivecare
in the first trimester (88.0%) compared to
unmarried mothers(70.1%) (Figure8).

PARENT
DEMOGRAPHICS

Themean ageof Lancaster County motherswas
27.5yearsin 1997, whichisconsistent with the
mean age seen during the 1990s (Figure9). For
babiesfor whomtheageof both mother and father
isknown, thereisnearly athreeyear difference
in the mean age birth between mothers (27.5
years) andfathers(30.1 years). Lancaster County
women 25 yearsand older haveincreased their
shareof thetotal number of birthsfrom 59.6%in
1981t068.7%in 1997 (Figure 10).

Raceand Ethnic Origin of Mothers

In 1997, themean age of motherswas27.8 years
for Whites, 24.8 yearsfor Blacks, 25.9 years
for Latinos, 23.7 yearsfor American Indians, and
26.9 for Asians. The mean age of first time
motherswas 25.3 yearsfor Whites, 21.2 years
for Blacks, 22.5 years for Latinos, 21.3 for
American Indians, and 25.0for Asians.

Marital Status

Themean ageof married motherswas29.0 years,
compared to 22.8 for unmarried mothers. The
mean age of unmarried motherswasyounger than
married mothersamong al birth-order categories
(Table 11).

Education

Themost commonleve of education completed
by Lancaster County mothersand fatherswasa
high school education. Themean educationlevel
was one years of collegefor mothers and two
years of college for fathers. For unmarried
women, the mean education level wasahigh
school education, versus 2 years of collegefor
married women.

MARRIED
First Born 2712
Second Born 2.2
ThirdBorn 305
Fourth Born 21
ALL BIRTHS 29.0

TABLE 11.
Mean Ageof Mother by Birth Order and Marital Status
Lancaster County, 1997

UNMARRIED MEANAGE
206 51
240 283
216 301
24 314
22.8 275
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Figure 9: Mean Age of Mother and Father
Lancaster County, NE, 1981-1997

Age in Years
30
29
28
27
26
25
1981 | 1982 | 1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997
Mother *| 25.9|26.1 | 26.3 | 26.5 | 26.8 | 26.8 |26.9 | 27|27.4|27.3|27.3|27.4|27.6|27.6|27.9|27.527.5
Father ®|28.3|28.6 28.7 | 29|29.3|29.3|29.4|29.6|29.9|29.9|30.1/30.1|30.2|30.2|30.5|30.2|30.1

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Figure 10: Percent of Births to Women Age 25 and Over
Lancaster County, NE, 1981 to 1997

Percentage

73%
71%
69%
67%
65%
63%
61%
59%

57%

| &-50.60

61.8%

63.8%

64.8%

67.6%

65.6%

67.4%

67.2%

70.3%

68% |70.3%

68.4%

69.3%

68.7%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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Figure 11: Births by Age of Mother and Father
Lancaster County, NE, 1997
Percentage of Mothers/Fathers

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

< ——4 =
0%
10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40+ |Unknown
Mother's Age®| 0.1% | 9.6% |21.6% | 32.7% | 22.9% | 11.3% | 1.8% 0%
Father's Agel| 0% | 2.9% | 13.9% | 26.4% | 25.8% | 14.7% | 6.5% | 9.9%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

TEENAGE MOTHERS

Thebirth rateamong femaes15to 19 years of
agein 1997 was 32.8 per 1000 population. The
Lancaster County Health Objectivefor theYear
2000 is to reduce the teenage birth rate to 20
per 1000 population. Of all birthsin 1997, 9.6%
wereto mothersunder 20, whileonly 2.9% were
tofathersunder 20 (Figure11). Fathersof infants
borntoteen mothersare, on average, threeyears
older than themother.

Raceand Ethnic Origin of Teen Mothers

The percentage of birthsbornto mothersunder
20yearsold hasincreased for all populations
but has been highest among American Indian,
Black, and Hispanic populations. From 1987 to
1997, teen mothersincreased from 21.7% to
29.8% of American Indian births, from 21.3%

18

to 24.8% of Black births, and from 9.5% to
13.2% of Latino births. During the same period,
teen mothersincreased from 7.3% to 8.9% of
White birthsand from 1.7% to 4.8% of Asian
births.

Prenatal Care

Among motherslessthan 20 yearsof age, 66.9%
received careintheir first trimester of pregnancy
(Figure7). Thiscomparesto 83.8% for mothers
of dl ages.

NON-MARITAL
BIRTHS
Overal, 23.7% of all births (763 of 3223) were
to unmarried mothers. Thistrandatesinto arate
of 236.7 non-marital birthsper 1000 live births
in1997. Thisisadecreasefromthe 1996 rate



(780 of 3293) (Figure 12). The rate of non-
marital birthshasbeen steadily increasing since
1978, when 98 of every 1000 livebirthswasto
anunmarried mother.

More than five of every six births (83.9%) to
mothersunder 20 yearsof agewerenon-marital
in 1997 (Table 12). Among al mothers, 65.8%
of Black births, 56.1% of American Indian births,
33.3% of Latino births, 15.1% of Asian births,
and 21.7% of Whitebirthswere non-marital.

APGAR
SCORES

In 1997, the mean APGAR scoresat 1 minute

and 5 minutesafter birthwere7.5and 8.7 (highest
possible score = 10), respectively. APGAR
scores have remained stablefor over adecade.
Inaddition, littlevariationin APGAR scorescan
be seen among males and females and among
different racial/ethnic groups(Figure 13).

ATTENDANTAT BIRTH
In recent years, asharp increase has been noted
innon-physician attended births. In1992, 7 births
were non-physician attended, rising to 48 births
in 1993, 80 birthsin 1994, 150 birthsin 1995,
and 207 in 1997. Of the non-physician attended
birthsin 1997, 99.0% were hospital birthsand
99.0% were attended by Certified Nurse

Midwives. Two non-physician

TABLE 12.

Lancaster County, 1997

Freq. % of**
of Non-
Total Non- Marital

Age Live Marital By Age
Group Births Births Group
Under 20 311 261 34.2
20to 24 697 272 35.6
251029 1054 124 16.3
30 and Above 1161 106 139
TOTAL 3223 763 100.0

agegroup.

within the respective age groups.

Non-Marital Births by Age of Mother

** Percentages in this column reflect non-marital births by

***  Percentages in this column reflect non-marital births

attended births (1.0%) were home
births. Motherswhosebirthswere
attended by Certified Nurse
Midwivesweredightly lesslikely to
receivefirst trimester prenata care

oo | (80.0%) than mothers in births

S;Jup attended by physicians (84.1%).

Married

e MULTIPLE
BIRTHS

30 Thetota number of multiple births

1.8 in Lancaster County was 114 (54

9.1 sets) in 1997, including 5 sets of

Yl tripletsand one set of quadruplets.

The number of multiple birthsin
1996 wasalso 114.
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Figure 12: Non-Marital Birth Rate
Lancaster County, NE, 1981 to 1997

Non-Marital Births Per 1000 Live Births

240
190
140
| | | |
90
1981 | 1982 | 1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997
| =|104.6/123.6|115.3/136.1] 131.6/145.6| 154.3] 166.8] 163.5/190.1/201.6/209.5/203.1] 224 |218.3/236.9/236.7
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
Figure 13: Mean APGAR Scores by Gender and Race*
Lancaster County, NE, 1997
10
8
6
4
2
0
Male Female White Black |American| Asian |Latinos**
Indian
APGAR 1 Min. M 75 7.5 7.5 7.4 77 7.6 7.6
APGAR 5 Min. & 8.6 8.7 8.7 8.5 8.8 8.7 8.8

*Race of the child is determined by the race of the mother
**Latinos may be of any race
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 13. SUMMARY OFRES DENT BIRTH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1997, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
NUMBER OF LIVE BIRTHS
Lancaster County
3196 3108 2993 3014 2968
Lincoln
2881 2826 2716 2755 2676
Balance of County

315 282 277 269 292
SEX OF CHILD FOR TOTAL

LIVE BIRTHS
Male
50.3% 51.9% 51.1% 49.8% 50.2%
Female
49.7% 48.1% 489% 50.2% 49.8%
RACE OF CHILD
White
91.8% 904% 93.6% 91.7% 90.3%
Black

2.8% 3.6% 2.0% 3.6% 3.9%
Latino

2.0% 2.6% 1.9% 2.3% 2.1%
American Indian

0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 0.9% 1.2%
Asian

NR NR NR NR NR
All Others

2.4% 2.5% 1.6% 1.6% 2.6%
BIRTH WEIGHT
Mean Birth Weight**

75 7.6 7.6 75 75
Low Weight Births
Number

195 168 149 163 150
Percent of Total Live Births

6.1% 5.4% 5.0% 5.4% 51%
BIRTH RATE
Births per 1000 Population

15.7 15.3 14.7 14.5 14.0
FERTILITY RATE

Births per 1000 Women, age 15-44

58.8 56.5 54.0 53.8 51.9
NON-MARITAL BIRTHS

435 409 434 465 495
NON-MARTIAL BIRTH RATE

136.1 1316 145.0 154.3 166.8

Non-Marital Births
per 1000 live Births.

*Latinos may be of any race, (1990-1997 only).
**\Weight expressed in pounds and ounces.

NR : Not Reported

1989

3174

2907

267

52.5%

47.5%

89.9%

3.9%

2.7%

1.0%

NR

2.5%

75

177

5.6%

14.9

519

163.5

1990

3103

2859

244

51.2%

48.8%

92.0%

4.2%

2.7%*

1.9%

NR

1.9%

7.7

177

5.7%

14.9

55.6

590

190.1

1991

3198

2970

228

51.3%

48.7%

90.9%

4.6%

2.7%*

1.3%

NR

3.2%

7.6

169

5.3%

14.8

56.7

201.6

1992

3069

2855

214

51.4%

48.6%

89.7%

4.6%

4.0%*

1.6%

NR

0.3%

7.3

141

4.6%

141

53.9

209.5

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
3245 3129 3166 3293 3223
2985 2928 2964 3095 3017
260 201 202 198 206
50.7% 52.0% 52.0% 50.8% 50.6%
493% 48.0% 48.0% 49.2% 49.4%
91.3% 91.9% 90.4% 90.4% 89.2%
3.1% 3.1% 3.6% 2.9% 3.6%
29%* 3.1%* 3.6%* 3.8% 4.0%*
1.2% 1.1% 1.5% 1.5% 1.8%
4.3% 3.9% 4.5% 5.2% 5.2%
0.1% 0.03% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3%
7.8 7.8 7.8 7.7 75
192 176 200 228 242
5.9% 5.6% 6.3% 6.9% 7.5%
14.7 141 138 14.2 13.8
56.4 53.9 52.8 54.3 529
659 701 691 780 763
2031 2240 2183 2369 236.7




TABLE 13. SUMMARY OFRESIDENT BIRTH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1997, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
PRENATAL CARE

Percent with 10 or more Prenatal Visits

55.8% 58.1% 61.7% 827% 849% 856% 820% 850% 836% 840% 802% 81.6% 835% 79.8%
Percent Receiving Carein 1st Trimester

765%  81.0% 815% 848% 859% 86.6% 858% 851% 840% 872% 851% 869% 86.9% 83.8%

AGE OF PARENTS
Percent of Mothers by Age

8.5% Ug.c;?’;)zo 7.6% 7.7% 7.9% 7.1% 8.4% 8.2% 8.6% 7.4% 8.9% 7.5% 9.4% 9.6%
26.7% 2252;) 268% 252% 24.7% 226% 224% 226% 234% 223% 227% 215% 21.3% 21.6%
36.3% 2222‘;) 359% 37.0% 354% 36.0% 346% 344% 319% 318% 29.7% 321% 329% 32.7%
22.4% Zg;;) 227% 22.8% 240% 247% 251% 249% 253% 27.9% 268% 261% 240% 22.9%

5.6% 32?2‘;) 6.7% 6.7% 7.0% 8.4% 8.1% 8.8% 8.8% 9.3% 10.3% 108% 10.7% 11.3%

40 and over

05% 0.5% 0.3% 0.9% 0.8% 1.2% 1.4% 1.2% 2.0% 1.3% 1.6% 2.0% 1.8% 1.8%
Mean Age of Mother:

Married

27.3 27.6 27.6 27.8 279 28.3 285 285 28.7 289 29.0 29.2 29.0 29.0
Unmarried

21.8 22.0 22.2 22.2 224 22.7 225 22.8 225 22.6 22.7 23.2 22.7 22.8

Total
26.5 26.8 26.8 26.9 27.0 27.4 27.3 27.3 27.4 27.6 27.6 27.9 275 275
Mean Age of Father
29.0 29.3 29.3 29.4 29.6 29.9 29.9 30.1 30.1 30.2 30.2 30.5 30.2 30.1

MULTIPLE BIRTHS
Number of Multiple Births
31 31 40 44 30 47 39 37 27 42 39 37 55 54

APGAR SCORES
Mean 1 Minute APGAR Score
7.6 7.6 75 7.6 7.7 7.6 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.7 7.7 7.6 7.6 75
Mean 5 Minute APGAR Score
8.7 8.7 8.7 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.9 8.9 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.6 8.7

BIRTH DEFECTS
(CONGENITAL ANOMALIES)
Number

78 76 78 75 56 86 104 146 123 157 111 113 133 168
Percent of Total Live Births and Fetal Deaths
2.4% 2.4% 2.6% 2.4% 1.9% 2.7% 3.4% 4.6% 4.0% 4.8% 3.5% 3.6% 40% 52%

EDUCATION LEVEL OF PARENTS
Mean Years of Education of Father
13.3 14.0 13.9 14.0 13.9 14.0 14.0 14.1 14.1 14.1 14.1 14.2 14.1 14.1
Mean Years of Education of Mother
138 134 134 135 135 13.6 13.6 13.7 13.7 13.8 13.7 13.9 13.8 139

HOSPITAL/PHYSICIAN
ATTENDED BIRTHS
Number of Non-Hospital Births
12 5 14 11 20 7 15 13 8 21 10 3 10 8
Percent of Total Live Births
0.4% 0.2% 05% 0.4% 0.7% 0.2% 0.5% 0.4% 0.3% 0.6% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2%
Non-Physician Attended Births:
Number
10 4 4 5 9 6 10 13 7 48 80 150 223 207
Percent of Total Live Births
0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 01% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 0.4% 0.2% 1.5% 2.6% 4.7% 6.8% 6.4%




DEATH
STATISTICS



24



CRUDE DEATH
RATE
In 1997, the crude death rate for Lancaster
County was 6.7 per 1000 population. The
average crude death rate between 1981 and
1997 was 6.9 per 1000 popul ation.

Thecrudedeath ratefor the State of Nebraska
during 1997 was9.4 per 1000 population. Figure
14 illustratesthedeathratesfor Lancaster County
and the State of Nebraska.

TOTAL NUMBER
OF DEATHS
Therewere1563desthsamongL ancaster County
residentsduring1997. Of these, 1438(92.0%)
wereresidentsof Lincoln. Theremaining 125

(8.0%) resided outsidetheCity of Lincoln. The
most frequent month for death was December
followedby January (Tablel4).

Race

Of the deaths in 1997, 1504 (96.2%) were
among Whites, 35 (2.2%) wereamong Blacks,
22 (1.4%) were among persons of other races,
and2(0.1%) werenot classifiable.

Sex
During 1997, 46.4% of all deathsin Lancaster
County weremalesand 53.6% werefemales.

Age
IN1997, 18infants(lessthan1year of age) died,
accountingfor 1.2% of all deathsand aninfant

Figure 14: Comparison of Death Rates

Lancaster County and Nebraska
1981 to 1997

10

1981|1982|1983|1984|1985|1986|1987

1988|1989|1990|1991|1992|1993|1994/1995|1996|1997

Lancaster—| 6.7 | 6.7 | 74 | 6.7 | 7.1 7| 6.7
Nebraska=—| 9.2 | 9.2 | 9.2 | 9.1 | 93 | 9.2 | 9.3

7 7 716916969 |73|67 72|67
9392 ]93|93|93]94|94 |95 |95 |94

(

Lincoln-Lancaster Health Department
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mortality rate of 5.6 per 1000 live births (See
page 30 for further discussion of infant
mortality). A total of 24 childrenOto14diedin
1997, accounting for 1.5% of al deaths. The
most frequent agegroup amongdeathswas80to
89years(28.8% of al deaths) followed by 70to
79years(24.2% of all deaths). (Table 16).

Themean ageat death hasincreased 1.6 years
during the past decade (1987-1997). 1n 1997,
themeanageof deathfor malesandfemal eswas
69.2 and 77.1 years, respectively (Figure 15).
Males,indicatedanincreaseof 1.3yearsoverthe
past decade, whilefema esindicatedan increase
of 1.7years.

Usingafiveyearrollingaverage(1993t01997),
themeanageof deathfor Whiteindividuas(73.5
years) wasapproximately 17.8yearsolder than
the mean age of death for individualsin other
racial/ethniccategories(55.7 years).

TABLE14.
Deathsby Month,
Lancaster County 1997
Month Number Percent
January 148 95
February 1A 86
March 129 83
April 129 83
May 128 82
June 105 6.7
July 10 83
August 121 7.7
September 108 69
October 144 92
November 12 84
December _155 ﬁa
TOTAL 1563 100.0

LEADING CAUSES
OF DEATH
In 1997, 32.8% of all deathsweredueto heart
disease and 22.7% were dueto cancer. These
twomajor causesof deathaccountedfor 55.5%
of dl deaths(Figure16). Tablel7 detallstatistics
ontheleadingcausesof desthinLancaster County.

Tablel5liststheaverageageof death by sex by
selected cause. Thesix|eading causesof death
for malesandfemal esin L ancaster County and
Nebraskacanbefoundin Table18.

Ageand Sex

Amongmales1to29yearsof age, unintentional
injury and suicide were the leading causes of
death(Table19). Heartdiseaseandunintentiona
injury, respectively, weretheleading causesof
deathamongfemales1-29yearsof age. Cancer
wasthe leading cause of death for malesand
females30to59yearsold. Theleading causeof
death for males and females 60 and ol der was
heart disease. Causesof infantmortaity arelisted
inTable23.

TABLE15.
AverageAgeof Death by Sex Among
the Seven L eadingCauseof Death
Lancaster County, 1997

Cause of Death Male Female
Heart Disease 744 821
Cancer 68.8 718
Cerebrovascular Disease 766 838
Chronic Lung Disease 792 765
Unintentional Injury 535 704
Pneumonia 795 s
Suicide 489 46.0
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Figure 15: Mean Age of Death for Males and Females

Lancaster County, NE
1981-1997

79

7

75

73

71

69

67

65

198119821983 |1984 /198519861987 /198819891990 1991 1992|1993 /1994 |1995|1996 | 1997

Female —

75.6 | 75.5 75|76.3|75.2 751754| 76 |75.1|76.3|77.2|75.1|76.4|76.1 779|776 |77.1
Male& 67.3|67.6 |67.9|67.4|68.3|67.2|67.9| 68 69 | 67.6 69 | 68.2 | 67.8 |67.9|69.5|68.3|69.2

J

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Unintentional Injury 3.8%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Figure 16: Leading Causes of Death

Lancaster County, NE
1997

Cerebrovascular Dis. 6.8%

Chronic Lung Disease 3.9% Cancer 22.7%

Pneumonia 2.4%

All Other 27.6%
Heart Disease 32.8%
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TABLE16.
Deathsby Ageand Sex
Lancaster County, 1997

% of % of % of

Tota Tota Male Male Female Female

Age Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths
a 18 12 3 18 5 06
1-4 3 02 2 03 1 01
5-9 0 00 0 00 0 00
10-14 3 02 1 01 2 02
15-19 4 03 3 04 1 01
20-24 ) 08 8 11 4 05
25.29 ) 08 7 10 5 06
30-39 5 32 7 37 23 27
40-49 76 49 5 62 a1 37
50-59 13 72 © 85 51 61
60-69 180 15 112 154 81
70-79 378 242 04 281 174 208
80-89 450 288 180 248 270 23
90-99 7.ss 163 © 85 18 231
>100 9 06 0 00 9 11
TOTAL 1563 100.0 726 100.0 837 100.0

Mean Ageof Death for Males 69.2Years
Mean Ageof Death for Females 77.1Years
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TABLE 17.
Causesof Death

and CrudeRateper 100,000 Population

Cause
of Death

Heart Disease

Cancer

Cerebrovascular Disease

Chronic Lung Disease
Unintentional Injury
Pneumonia

Suicide

Mental Disorders
Diabetes Mellitus
Atherosclerosis
Alzheimer's Disease
Emphysema
Nephritis and Nephrosis
Septicemia
Parkinson's Disease
Aortic Aneurysm
Birth Defects
Cirrhosis of Liver
Diarrhea and Enteritis
Homicide

Asthma

AIDS

All Other Causes
TOTAL

Population for Lancaster County = 233,319 (estimated)

Lancaster County, 1997

Number of

Deaths

513
355
106
61
59

8

Crude
Rate

219.9
152.2
454
26.1
253
16.3
124
11.6
10.7
9.9
81
6.0
6.0
6.0
56
4.7
4.3
39
34
34
30
21
_836
669.8
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TABLE 18.
Comparison of theSix L eading Causesof Death

Lancaster Countyvs.theStateof Nebraska, 1997

LANCASTERCOUNTY STATEof NEBRASKA
Cause of Death Percent Cause of Death Percent
Heart Disease 32.8% Heart Disease 32.3%
Cancer 22.7% Cancer 21.2%
Cerebrovascular Disease 6.8% Cerebrovascular Disease 7.2%
Chronic Lung Disease 3% Unintentional Injury 4.3%
Unintentional Injury 38% Chronic Lung Disease 3%
Pneumonia 24% Pneumonia 3.6%
Cancer Sites INFANT MORTALITY

Cancersof thelung, tracheaand bronchuswere
theleading causesof cancer-rel ated desthamong
males and femal es (Table 20). Lymphoid and
prostatecancer werethenext |eading causesof
cancer deathinmen. Breast, colon,andlymphoid
cancerswerethenext |eading causesof cancer
deathamongwomen (Table20). Cancer death
ratesarediscussed on pages 33-34.

Suicide

Suicidesby ageand method of suicideareshown
inTable2l1. Theaverageagefor malesuicides
was 48.9 years, compared to 46.0 years for
females. Aboutone-half of suicidedeaths(51.7%)
wereamongindividua s44yearsof ageor younger.
INn1997, thecruderatefor suicidewas12.4 per
100,000. Thisisanincreasefromthe1996rate
of 9.9 per 100,000, dthoughthereisconsiderable
instability intheseratesfrom yeartoyear. The
Lancaster County HealthObjectivefortheY ear
2000isto reduce suicide mortality to an age-
adjustedrateof 7.5 per 100,000 population.

RATE

INn1997, 18infant deathsoccurredin Lancaster
County for an infant mortality rate of 5.6 per
1000livebirths(Figurel7). Thisrepresentsa2.6
per 1000decreasefromthe1996infant mortality
rateof 8.2 per 1,000livebirths. The Lancaster
County HealthObjectivefortheY ear 2000is7.0
per 1000livebirths. In1997, 72.2% of infant
deathsweremaleand 27.8% werefemale.

Figure 17: Infant Mortality Rate
Lancaster County, NE
1984-1997
13 Infant deaths per 1000 Live Births

11

5
198411985(1986(1987(1988/1989/1990/1991/1992/1993/199411995{1996/1997

‘- 10 [10.3| 10 |12.6|10.4/ 82 | 74|78 |78|96| 7 |6.3]|82]|56

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 19.
ThreeL eading Causesof Death by
AgeGroupand Sex
Lancaster County, 1997

SEX 1-29 30-59 60& Over
M  Unintentional Injury* Cancer Heart Disease
Suicide*
F Heart Disease Cancer Heart Disease
M AIDS* Heart Disease Cancer
CysticFibrosis*
Homicide*
F Unintentional Injury Heart Disease Cancer
M **  Unintentional Injury Cerebrovascular Dis*
ChronicLungDis*
F ** Suicide Cerebrovascular

**  Toofew for subgroup analysis

Disease

All Ages

Heart Disease

Heart Disease

Cancer

Cancer

Cerébrovascular

Disease

Cerébrovascular

Disease

TABLE 20.
Cancer by Typeby Sex
Lancaster County, 1997

Cases Cases

in in

Siteof Cancer Males Females
Lung, Trachea, Bronchus 3 37
Lymphoid and Histiocytic ) 2
Colon/Rectum 15 21
FemaleBreast 0 A
Prostate 2 0
Pancreas 6 9
Overy/other uterine adnexa 0 12
Kidney/other urinary organs 4 6
Bladder 6 3
in 4 4
Liver 5 2
Brain 6 1
Esophagus 5 1
Gallbladder and ExtrahepaticBileDucts 2 3
Stomach 4 1
All Other Sites 13 3
TOTAL 170 185

g
o

|ﬁmm®wwm©5|§ﬁ|§5§8§ﬁ8‘

355

31




TABLE21.
Suicidesby Typeby AgeGroup
Lancaster County, 1997

Typeof Suicide 1-14 1529 3044 4559 60& Over Total
Firearmsand Explosives 0 4 4 2 6 16
Poisoning by Solidsor Liquids 0 0 2 4 0 6
Hanging and Suffocation 0 1 2 0 1 4
Poisoning by Other Gasesand Vapors 0 0 1 0 1 2
Other And Unspecified Means 0 0 1 0 0 1
TOTAL 0 5 10 6 8 29

A mgjority (72.2%) of all infant deathsin
1997 wereWhite (Table 22), arateof 4.5
per 1000Whitebirths. Fiveinfant deaths
amongother racesin 1997trand atedintoan
infant mortality rateof 14.3 per 1000 non-
Whitebirths.

Theleading causeof infant mortality was
respiratory conditions (Table23).

FETAL
DEATHS
Eighteenfeta deathswerereportedin1997,
representing afetal death rate of 5.6 per

TABLE 22.
Infant Deathsby Raceand Sex
Lancaster County, 1997
Race Mae Female Tota
White 9 4 13
Black 1 1 2
All Other 3 0 3
TOTAL 13 5 18

1000livebirths(Figure18). Thisisadecreasefrom
the1996 fetal deathrateof 6.1per 1,000livebirths,
butiscomparabletorecent fetal deathrates.

CRUDE AND AGE-ADJUSTED
RATES FOR THE THREE
LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH

Heart Disease

IN1997,513(32.8% of total deaths) Lancaster County
residentsdied of heart disease. These 513 deaths
trandateintoacrudedeathratedueto heart di seaseof
219.9per 100,000 estimated popul ation. Theaverage
crudedesathratefor heart diseasefrom 1993 through

TABLE 23.
Infant Deathsby Causeand Sex
Lancaster County, 1997

Cause of Death
Respiratory Conditions
Congenital Anomalies
Fetal/Neonatal Hemorrhage
Heart Conditions

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
Other

‘Z
1
)

Female

P RPEFEPNWO
WOoOorro
ArPRPPFPWRMO

TOTAL

[
w
al

18
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Figure 18: Fetal Death Rate
Lancaster County, NE

1981-1997
Fetal Deaths per 1000 Live Births

4
198111982 |1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993|1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997

‘-6.7 99 |77|78 |87 |77,6388 44 |74| 6 [59|71]74|,54/61|56

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

1997 was 203.8 per 100,000. The Nebrask@ancer
Department of Health and Human Servicedn 1997, 355 (22.7% of total deaths) Lancaster
reported an average crude death rate for hea@ounty residents died of cancer. These 355
disease of 311.5 per 100,000 population for thdeaths translate into a crude death rate due to
State of Nebraska between 1993 and 1997. cancer of 152.2 per 100,000 estimated
population. Thiscomparesto an average crude
The 1997 Nebraska Vital Statistics Report listgleath rate of 170.6 per 100,000 for 1993 through
Nebraska's age-adjusted death rate for heat®97. The Nebraska Department of Healthand
disease a82.2 per 100,000 population for Human Services reported an average crude death
1997, and 186.1 per 100,000 for 1993 througlhate due for cancer of 205.4 per 100,000
1997. Using the same age-adjusted methoéstimated population for the State of Nebraska
Lancaster County's age-adjusted death rates foetween 1993 and 1997.
heart disease were lower: 168.8 per 100,000 for
1997 and 155.5 per 100,000 for 1993-1997.
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The 1997 Nebraska Vital Statistics Report lists DEATHSDUETO
Nebraska's age-adjusted death rate forcancer |JNINTENTIONAL

as 147.8 per 100,000 population for 1997, and INJURY

152.4 per 100,000 for 1993 through 1997. 1§n1997, 59desths(3.8%0f total deaths) occurred
cites similar rates for Lancaster County: 139.%jyetounintentional injury inLancaster County.
per 100,000 for 1997 and 156.7 per 100,000 foThe average ageof deathfor maleand female

1993 through 1997. residentswas53.5and 70.4years, respectively.
Males represented 52.5% of al unintentional
Cerebrovascular Disease injury deaths, comparedto47.5%for females

In 1997, 106 (6.8% of total deaths) Lancaste[Table24). Accidental falls(40.7%) werethe
County residents died of cerebrovascular diseasgeding causeof desthsduetounintentional injury
These 106 deaths representacrude deathratg9h1997, followed by motor vehicle crashes
45.4 per 100,000 estimated populationin 199732.294). Inaddition, threedeathsoccurred due
This comparesto an average crude death ratefaccidental poisoning (5.1%), whiletwodeaths
50.4 for 1993 through 1997. The Nebraskaxccurredduetoabnormal reactionor complication

Department of Health and Human Servicegauseshy surgical andmedical procedures(3.4%).
reported an average crude death rate due to

cerebrovascular disease of 69.6 per 100,00Q

estimated population for the State of Nebraskp TABLE24.
between 1993 and 1997. Unintentional | njury Death by Principal Cause
Lancaster County, 1997
The 1997 Nebraska Vital Statistics Report statgsPrincipal Cause Frequency
. ccidental Falls 24
that for the State of Nebraska the age-adjuste cﬁlotorVehideCraSrm 19
death rate for cerebrovascular disease was 371.Bccidental Poisoning by Drugs 3
. Abnormal reaction or complication 2
per 100,000 population for 1997, and 38.7 P e by surgical and medical procedures
100,000 for 1993 through 1997. Rates fof OtherInjury un
Lancaster County were lower: 33.6 per 1OO’OOETm al Unintentional Injury Death 59
for 1997 and 35.8 per 100,000 for 1993 throug
1997. Average Age: Male=53.5
Female= 704
*Note: To compare death rates from different Sex: Males = 31 (52.5%)

. Female = 28 (47.5%)
populations ( Lancaster County and the State of

Nebraska), age-adjusted rates should be used.
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DISPOSITIONAND
PLACE OF DEATH
The most frequent disposition of a body was
burial (71.5%), followed by cremation (25.5%)
(Table25). Themost frequent placeof deathwas
inanursinghome(37.8%), followedby ahospital
or medi cal center-inpatient (29.0%) (Table26).

TABLE25.
Disposition of Body
Lancaster County, 1997

Digposition Frequency Percent
Burid 1118 71.5%
Cremation 39 255%
Remova <3} 2.2%
Donation 1 0.7%
TOTAL 1563 100.0

TABLE 26.
Place of Death
Lancaster County, 1997

Place of Death Frequency Percent
Nursing Home 591 37.8%
Hospital or Medical 1A 29.0%
Center - Inpatient

Residence A7 22.2%
Hospital or Medical 110 70%
Center - Outpatient/ER

Dead on Arrival at Hospital 2 0.1%
or Medical Center

Other Facilities 5°] 38%
TOTAL 1563 100.0
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TABLE 27. SUMMARY OFRES DENT DEATH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1997, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
NUMBER OF DEATHS
Lancaster County
1365 1432 1418 1399 1487
Lincoln
1243 1331 1302 1274 1387
Balance of County
122 101 116 125 100
RACE
White
982% 97.4% 97.3% 97.5% 97.9%
Black
1.4% 1.7% 1.6% 1.2% 1.3%
Other
04% 08%  0.8% 13% 0.8%
SEX
Male
488% 50.0% 495% 48.9% 50.4%
Femde
51.2% 50.0% 505% 51.1% 49.6%
AGE
Under 1
2.3% 2.2% 2.1% 2.7% 2.1%
1-14
07% 06%  0.8% 13% 04%
15-29
2.4% 2.8% 3.1% 2.4% 2.2%
30-44
2.8% 2.9% 3.7% 2.9% 3.9%
45-59
9.6% 8.3% 9.3% 8.4% 9.1%
60 & Over
82.1% 830% 81.0% 823% 82.3%
AVERAGEAGEAT DEATH
Male
67.4 68.3 67.2 67.9 68.0
Femde
76.3 75.2 75.0 75.4 76.0
Total
71.9 71.7 71.2 71.8 720
DEATH RATE
Deaths per 1000 Population
6.7 7.1 7.0 6.7 7.0
INFANT DEATHS
32 32 30 38 31
INFANT MORTALITY RATE
10.0 10.3 10.0 12.6 10.4
Deaths per 1000 Live Births
NEONATAL DEATHS
19 23 22 22 16
NEONATAL DEATH RATE
5.9 7.4 7.4 6.0 5.4
FETAL DEATHS
25 27 23 19 26
FETAL DEATH RATE
7.8 8.7 7.7 6.3 8.8

1989

1508
1394

114

97.9%
1.5%

1.0%

50.1%

49.9%

1.7%
0.5%
3.2%
3.1%
8.4%

83.0%

69.0

75.1

72.0

7.0

26

8.2

16

50

14

4.4

1990

1500
1371

129

97.9%
1.7%

0.4%

47.8%

52.2%

1.5%
1.1%
2.5%
4.6%
8.4%

81.9%

67.6

76.3

721

7.0

23

74

13

74

23

74

1991

1494
1370

124

98.2%
1.3%

0.5%

45.5%

54.5%

1.7%
0.8%
1.2%
4.5%
7.9%

83.9%

69.0

77.2

735

6.9

25

7.8

13

41

19

6.0

1992

1494
1339

155

97.6%
1.6%

0.8%

49.6%

50.4%

1.6%
0.9%
2.8%
52%
7.9%

81.6%

68.2

75.1

717

6.9

24

7.8

10

33

18

59

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
1512 1617 1537 1675 1563
1410 1483 1409 1558 1438
102 134 128 117 125
974% 978% 97.7% 96.2% 96.2%
1.8% 1.5% 1.4% 2.4% 2.2%
0.9% 0.7% 0.9% 1.4% 1.5%
483% 478% 475% 484% 46.4%
51.7% 52.2% 52.5% 51.6% 53.6%
2.1% 1.4% 1.3% 16% 1.2%
0.5% 0.9% 0.3% 0.7% 0.4%
2.4% 2.0% 2.1% 21% 1.8%
4.8% 6.1% 4.6% 44% 55%
9.5% 8.8% 7.3% 9.6% 9.7%
80.8% 80.8% 844% 81.6% 81.4%
67.8 67.9 69.5 68.3 69.2
76.4 76.1 779 77.6 771
722 721 739 731 734
6.9 7.3 6.7 7.2 6.7
31 22 20 27 18
9.6 7.0 6.3 8.2 56
19 16 17 17 13
59 51 54 52 4.0
23 23 17 20 18
7.1 74 54 6.1 56
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MARRIAGERATE

Therewere1807 marriagesinLancaster Countyin
1997. Thistrandatesintoarateof 7.7 per 1000
population. TheNebraskaratewas7.6 per 1000
in 1997. The marriage rates for Nebraska and
Lancaster County haveremainedrelatively stable
forthepastfiveyears(Figure19).

Asin 1996, themost commonmonths of marriage
in1997wereAugust, June, andMay, respectively
(Table28).

AGE AND RACE

In 1997, 1649 (91.3%) of grooms and 1678
(92.9%) of brideswereWhite. Theremaining 158
groomsand 129 brideswereof other races(Table
29). In1997,themean (average) agefor Lancaster

TABLE 28.

Marriages by Month
Lancaster County, 1997

Month
January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

TOTAL

Frequen
80
105
93
112
214
215
180
242
187
166
121
92

1807

Per cent
4.4
5.8
51
6.2
11.8
11.9
10.0
134
10.3
9.2
6.7
51

100.0

Marriage Rate Per 1000 Population

Figure 19: Comparison of Marriage Rates
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1991 to 1997

85 o e
8
7.5
7 | | | | | |
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Lancaster* 7.9 7.8 7.5 8.1 7.9 7.8 7.7
Nebraska = 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.9 7.7 7.6 7.6

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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County groomswas31.1years. Themeanage
for brideswas29.2years.

The mean marriage age of White males and
femal es, regardlessof thenumber of marriages,
was31.1and29.3years, respectively. Themean
agefor Black malesand femaleswas31.3 and
30.6years, respectively. Themeanmarriageage
for Americanindianmalesandfemal eswas35.7
and26.1, respectively. Themeanmarriageage
was 28.4 for Asian males and 27.2 for Asian
femaes

TABLE29
Marriageby Sexand Race
Lancaster County, 1997
Mades % Females %
White 1 91.3 1678 929
Black o7 51 47 26
Am. Indian 13 0.7 12 0.7
Asian 51 28 67 37
Other 2 01 3 02
TOTAL 1807 100.0 1807 100.0
TABLE 30
Marriage/Divorce Ratio
Raceof Male
Lancaster County, 1997
Number of
Marriages/Divorces Ratio
White 1649/866 191
Black 92/33 28/1
Amlindian 13/8 16/1
Asian 51/16 321
Other 2/19 0.1/1
TOTAL 1807/942 1.9/1

EDUCATION

Groomsandbrideshadameaneducationof 14.2
yearsor two years of education beyond high
school. Themost frequent educationd level was
equiva enttoahighschool education(12years).

DIVORCE RATE

The 1997 marriage/divorceratio in Lancaster
County was 1.9/1 (Table 30), indicating that
therewere1.9timesasmany marriagesasdivorces.

Therewere942divorcesinLancaster County in
1997. Thisrepresentsadivorcerateof 4.0 per
1,000 population, arate similar to those of the
previousdecade(Figure20). The1997 divorce
ratefor Nebraskawas 3.8 per 1000 popul ation.

Amongall divorcedmalesin1997,69.1%were
divorced for the first time. Among females,
63.8% were divorced for thefirst time (Table
31).

AGE AND RACE

The average age of divorced males was 38.3
yearsand theaverage age of divorced females
was 36.2 years. The median age of divorced
maleswas 37.0 years, whilethemedian age of
divorcedfemaeswas35.0years. Theaverage
ageof firsttimedivorcedmalesandfemaleswas
35.7and 33.5years, respectively.

In 1997, 93.8% of divorces involved White
males and 95.2% of divorcesinvolved White
femdes.

Marriage/divorceratiosranged from 1.6/1 for
Americanindiansto3.2/1for Asans(Table30).

40



SETTLEMENT

IN1997, divorcesettlementsrangedfromno
settlement to alimony, child support,
property, or acombination of settlements.
Table32liststhetypesand frequenciesof
divorcesettlements.

AsseeninTable32, 132divorces(14.0%)
resultedinnotypeof settlement. Themost
frequent settlementswerethoseinvolving
property (35.4%) and childsupport/property
(29.7%).

TABLE 31.
Number of TimesMarried At Time Of Divorce
Males and Females
Lancaster County, 1997

Times

Married Males Percent Females Percent
1 651 69.1 601 63.8
2 206 219 227 24.1
3 47 5.0 64 6.8
4 9 1.0 16 1.7
5 1 0.1 5 0.5
6 or More 2 0.2 3 0.3
Not

Classifiable 26 2.8 26 2.8

TOTAL 942 100.0 942 100.0

Divorce Rate Per 1000 Population

Figure 20: Comparison of Divorce Rates
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1991 to 1997

4.0

50|

45 [~

35 s

3.0
1991 1992 1993

Lancaster 4.2 4.4 4.2
Nebraska == 4.2 4.1 3.9

Lincoln-Lancaster Health Department
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CHILDREN OF DIVORCE & CUSTODY
ARRANGEMENTS

Of the942 divorcesin 1997, 484 (51.4%) involved children under theage of 18. Thesedivorces
involved 886 children (0.9 childrenper divorce).

Amongthe484 divorcesettlementsinvol vingchildren during 1997, thedivorcedwomanwasawarded
custody of all or somechildrenin76.4% (408) of thecases. Divorced menwereawarded custody
of someor all childrenin 15.7%(76) of divorce.

INn10.5% (51) of divorces, joint custody wasawardedfor someof al of thechildren. In1.4%(7) of
divorces, someor al childrenwereawardedto aparty other than thedivorced man or woman.

TABLE 32.
Types of Settlements
Lancaster County, 1997
Frequen Per centage
None 132 14.0
Alimony Only 16 1.7
Child Support Only 99 105
Property Settlement Only 333 35.4
Alimony and Child Support 11 1.2
Alimony and Property Settlement 29 31
Child Support and Property Settlement 280 29.7
Alimony, Child Support, & Property 42 45
TOTAL 942 100.0
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DEFINITIONS

BIRTHS

APGAR SCORE - A systemof scoring (10is
thebest andOistheworst) thephysical condition
of aninfant one minute and five minutes after
birth. The conditionstested include the heart
rate, respiration, muscle tone, response to
stimuli, and color.

BIRTH ORDER - The number of live born
children, including the current birth.

BIRTH RATE - Thenumber of livebirthsper
1,000 population.

FERTILITY RATE - The number of births
per 1,000 women, age 15 to 44 years.

LENGTH OF PREGNANCY - Theduration
of gestation, incompl eted weeks, ascal cul ated
fromthefirst day of thelast normal mensesto
the date of birth.

LIVE BIRTH - The complete expulsion or
extraction of aproduct of conception fromits
mother, irrespectiveof theperiod of gestation,
which, after such separation, breathesor shows
any other evidenceof lifesuchasbeating of the
heart, pul sation of theumbilical cord, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether or
not the umbilical cord has been cut or the
placentais attached and is reportable.

LOW-WEIGHT BIRTH - A liveborninfant
weighing 5 1/2 pounds or less.

NON-MARITAL BIRTH RATE - The
number of out-of-wedlock births per 1,000

livebirths.
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DEATHS

AGE-ADJUSTED DEATH RATE - A
weighted averaging of a crude death rate
according to a standard age distribution. An
age-adjusted death rate represents what the
crudedeath ratewould beif the popul ation for
which the rate is adjusted and the standard
populationhadthesameagedistribution. This
procedure allowsfor the comparison of death
rates among popul ations having different age
distributions. The death rates in this report
have been adjusted according to the age
distribution of the U.S. population in 1990.

CRUDE DEATH RATE - The number of
deaths from all causes per 1,000 population.

FETAL DEATH - Deathpriortothecomplete
expulsion or extraction of a product of
conceptionfromitsmother, irrespectiveof the
duration of pregnancy. Until the pregnancy
hasreached 20weeksduration,itisnotrequired
that such a death be reported.

FETAL DEATH RATE - The number of
fetal deaths per 1,000 live births.

INFANT DEATH - Death of aperson under
one year of age.

MATERNAL DEATH - Death attributable
todelivery or thecomplicationsof pregnancy,
childbirth or the puerperium.

MATERNAL DEATH RATE - Thenumber
of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births.



NEONATAL DEATH - Death of a person
under 28 days of age.

OCCURRENCE - The location in which an
event takes place irrespective of the usual
residence of persons involved.

RESIDENCE - A person's usual place of
abode. This means, ingeneral, the place where
one lives and sleeps most of the time. However,
when usual residence is in a nursing home or
other institution, residence is considered the
place where the person lived prior to admission
to the institution.
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